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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pape et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,664,897. 

Regarding Claims 1 and 2 Pape et ai. teach an agriculture (livestock) supply 
chain (food chain) system and method wherein a plurality of information (microdata, 
events, transaction data, etc.) is collected, warehoused, mined, reported on and 
managed. Pape et al. teach that the system enables the supply chain participants to 
improve the management of agricultural products from production (catch, farm) to 
consumption (Abstract; Column 1, Lines 16-39; Column 4, Lines 49-68; Figures 6A-6C). 

More specifically Pape et al. teach an agriculture supply chain management 

r 

system and method comprising: 

- a plurality of supply chain participants including but not limited to producers 
(ranchers, farmers, growers, stockmen, feedlots), packers, distributors, retailers, and 
consumers (Column 1 Lines 28-39); 

- a plurality of computers (terminals, devices) and one or more servers (Figures 
1-5 and 9-12) connected via a communications network (e.g. Internet); 
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- enabling (guiding, requiring, helping, assisting, providing, etc.) the plurality of 
participants (e.g. producers) to enter (submit, input, etc.) data related to the agricultural 
product (transactional events, RFID; Column 4, Lines 49-68; Column 5, Lines 1-17; 
Figures 6A-6C, 37); 

- converting/storing agriculture data inputted and collected into a plurality of 
databases (database format, transactional data, data mart, data warehouse; Column 4, 
Lines 55-65; Column 15, Lines 24-34; Column 19, Lines 49-68; Figures 7, 36, 41); 

- enabling (guiding, providing, allowing, etc.) supply chain participants to search 
the agriculture data collected/inputted via selection criteria (search terms; Column 20, 
Lines 1-10; Column 31, Lines 13-55; Figures 27-28); and 

- transmitting (displaying, providing, reporting, etc.) agriculture information 
(Column 30, Lines 13-65; Column 31, Lines 13-55; Figures 51-56). 

Additionally Pape et al. further teach that the agriculture supply chain 
management system and method, is "...is easily adaptable to other livestock species 
and other individual units of production..." (Column 10, Lines 62-65; Column 44, Lines 
33-36). 
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Pape et al. does not expressly teach that the agriculture supply chain 
management system and method is utilized for the fish industry. 
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Official notice is taken that the fish (seafood, shellfish, aquaculture, marine, etc.) 
industry (business, entities, companies, etc.) is a supply chain consisting of a plurality of 
participants (e.g. producers, fishing co-ops, processors, retailers, etc.) and that these 
participants utilize supply chain (distribution, logistics, processing, etc.) methods and/or 
systems to effectively plan and manage their business. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method as taught by Pape et 
al. would have benefited from being adapted to manage the fish supply chain; the 
resultant system enabling all participants in the fish supply chain to cooperatively 
optimize their operations by making improved/informed management decisions (Pape et 
al.: Column Abstract; Column 6, Lines 8-18). 

Regarding Claims 3-4 Pape et al. teach that the agriculture supply chain 
management system and method provides a security mechanism, via user identification 
and password, that controls access to the system and the plurality of information 
contained therein (Column 11, Lines 45-49; Column 20, Lines 17-50). 

Regarding Claims 5-6 Pape et al. teach that the agriculture supply chain 
management system and method provides limited access to agriculture information to a 
plurality of participants in the supply chain (Column 5, Lines 39-61) wherein the security 
mechanism enables (e.g. user identification/password; Column 11, Lines 45-49) 
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authorized users of the system with specified "authorization levels" (authorization levels 
determining access rights) to access the system and agriculture information contained 
therein (view; Column 19, Line 68; Column 20, Lines 1-5 and 18-23; Column 34, Lines 
40-55; Column 38, Lines 28-68; Figure 16, Element 321). 

Pape et al. further teaches that the agriculture supply chain system and method 
shares information with a plurality of external systems (e.g. data marts, data 
warehouses, data feeds, ETL, "Scooper", "ShareData", etc.; Column 15, Lines 25-35; 
Column 29, Lines 13-55) 

Pape et al. teaches that the agriculture supply chain system and method 
provides for source verification for food safety purposes (Column 19, Lines 60-64). 

While Pape et al. teach the ability to provide/filter content based on user 
authorizations Pape et al. does not expressly teach Public access to the system as 
claimed. 

Official notice is taken that providing public (free, no fee, not private, etc.) access 
to information, specifically information related to health and/or safety (e.g. source 
verification), is old and well known in the art. For example it is old and well known in the 
art to provide food item/product traceability information to the public (e.g. monitoring 
bodies, consumers) in order to verify the source of a food product, such initiatives being 
undertaken for a plurality of reasons including but not limited to insuring the safety and 
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quality of a of a particular food supply chain (e.g. Hazard Analysis and Critical Control 
Points (HACCP)). 



It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method, with its ability to 
provide user authorizations based access to a plurality of food supply chain information 
(e.g. source verification) and share data with a plurality of external systems, would have 
benefited from enabling the public limited access to the agriculture supply chain 
information; the resultant system enabling safety/quality monitoring organizations (e.g. 
USDA) the ability to trace the lifecycle of food products (e.g. HACCP). 

Regarding Claims 7-8 Pape et al. teach an agriculture supply chain management 
system and method further comprising agriculture information stored in the system 
(database, data mart, data warehouse) wherein some of the agriculture information is 
available to be purchased (for-fee; "Producers are able to purchase reports that 
benchmark....", Column 20, Lines 1-8 and 18-22; Figure 7). 
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Regarding Claims 9, 11 and 17-18 Pape et al. teach an agriculture supply chain 
management system and method comprising: , 

- a plurality of supply chain participants including but not limited to producers 
(ranchers, farmers, growers, stockmen, feedlots), packers, distributors, retailers, and 
consumers (Column 1 Lines 28-39; 

- a plurality of computers (terminals, devices) and one or more servers (Figures 
1-5 and 9-12) connected via a communications network (e.g. Internet); 

- enabling (guiding, requiring, helping, assisting, providing, etc.) the plurality of 
participants to enter (submit, input, etc.) data related to the agricultural product and 
containing agriculture identification tag codes (transactional events, RFID; Column 4, 
Lines 49-68; Column 5, Lines 1-17; Figures 6A-6C, 37); 

- converting/storing agriculture data inputted and collected into a plurality of 
databases (database format, transactional data, data mart, data warehouse; Column 4, 
Lines 55-65; Column 15, Lines 24-34; Column 19, Lines 49-68; Figures 36, 41); 

- attaching to each agriculture entity (livestock, cattle, etc.) an identification tag 
(e.g. RFID, barcode, etc.; Column 5, Lines 17-28; Column 11, Lines 1-11); 

- enabling (guiding, providing, allowing, etc.) supply chain participants desiring 
agriculture history/background information to search the agriculture data 
collected/inputted via selection criteria (search terms; Column 20, Lines 1-10; Column 
31, Lines 13-55; Figures 27-28); and 

- transmitting (displaying, providing, reporting, etc.) agriculture information based 
on selection criteria (Column 30, Lines 13-65; Column 31, Lines 13-55; Figures 51-56). 
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Pape et al. does not expressly teach that the agriculture supply chain 
management system and method is utilized for the fish industry. 

Official notice is taken that the fish (seafood, shellfish, aquaculture, marine, etc.) 
industry (business, entities, companies, etc.) is a supply chain (food chain) consisting of 
a plurality of participants (e.g. producers, fishing co-ops, processors, retailers, etc.) and 
that these participants utilize supply chain (distribution, logistics, processing, etc.) 
methods and/or systems to effectively plan and manage their businesses. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method as taught by Pape et 
al. would have benefited from being adapted to manage the fish supply chain; the 
resultant system enabling all participants in the fish supply chain to cooperatively 
optimize their operations by making improved/informed management decisions (Pape et 
al.: Column Abstract; Column 6, Lines 8-18). 

Regarding Claim 12 Pape et al. teach an agriculture supply chain management 
system and method wherein the system enables authorized users/participants to 
purchase additional information (e.g. reports; Column 20, Lines 3-9). 
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Pape et al. is silent on the information purchasing process and subsequently the 
creation of invoices for information accessed as claimed. 

Official notice is taken that charging for information access/resource utilized and 
subsequently generating invoices (bills) as a payment collection mechanism is old and 
very well known in the art. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method, with its ability to 
provide for-fee reports, as taught by Pape et al. would have benefited from generating 
invoices in order to bill users of the system; the resultant system providing an efficient 
mechanism for collecting payment for information/report purchases made through the 
system. 

Regarding Claims 13-14 Pape et al. teach an agriculture supply chain 
management system and method comprising: 

- a plurality of supply chain participants including but not limited to producers 
(ranchers, farmers, growers, stockmen, feedlots), packers, distributors, retailers, and 
consumers (Column 1 Lines 28-39; 

- a plurality of computers (terminals, devices) and one or more servers (Figures 
1-5 and 9-12) connected via a communications network (e.g. Internet); 
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- enabling (guiding, requiring, helping, assisting, providing, etc.) the plurality of 
participants to enter (submit, input, etc.) data related to the agricultural product 
(transactional events, RFID; Column 4, Lines 49-68; Column 5, Lines 1-17; Figures 6A- 
6C, 37); 

- converting/storing agriculture data inputted and collected into a plurality of 
databases (database format, transactional data, data mart, data warehouse; Column 4, 
Lines 55-65; Column 15, Lines 24-34; Column 19, Lines 49-68; Figures 7, 36, 41); 

- enabling (guiding, providing, allowing, etc.) supply chain participants to search 
the agriculture data collected/inputted via selection criteria (search terms; Column 20, 
Lines 1-10; Column 31, Lines 13-55; Figures 27-28); 

- providing limited access to agriculture information to the plurality of participants 
in the supply chain (Column 5, Lines 39-61) wherein a security mechanism enables 
(e.g. user identification/password; Column 11, Lines 45-49) authorized users of the 
system with specified "authorization levels" (category of the parties), authorization levels 
determining access rights, to access the system and agriculture information contained 
therein (view; Column 19, Line 68; Column 20, Lines 1-5 and 18-23; Column 34, Lines 
40-55; Column 38, Lines 28-68; Figure 16, Element 321); and 

- the utilization of the system to make future decisions/optimize the supply chain 
(Abstract; "...future management decisions...", Column 20, Lines 1-5). 

Pape et al. does not expressly teach that the agriculture supply chain 
management system and method is utilized for the fish industry. 
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Official notice is taken that the fish (seafood, shellfish, aquaculture, marine, etc.) 
industry (business, entities, companies, etc.) is a supply chain consisting of a plurality of 
participants (e.g. producers, fishing co-ops, processors, retailers, etc.) and that these 
participants utilize supply chain (distribution, logistics, processing, etc.) methods and/or 
systems to effectively plan and manage their business. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method as taught by Pape et 
al. would have benefited from being adapted to manage the fish supply chain; the 
resultant system enabling all participants in the fish supply chain to cooperatively 
optimize their operations by making improved/informed management decisions (Pape et 
al.: Column Abstract; Column 6, Lines 8-18). 

While Pape et al. teach the utilization of common data mining technologies and 
that the system is utilized by participants to make future management/business 
decisions Pape et al. does not expressly teach that the agriculture supply chain 
management system and method is utilized for forecasting as claimed. 

Official notice is taken that forecasting information, in particular supply chain 
information (e.g. demand, supply, yield, etc.), based on historical information is old and 
very well known and that such information provides a basis for a plurality of supply 
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chain planning and management decisions (e.g. inventory level planning, demand 
planning, etc.). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method, with its ability to 
assist participants in making future management/optimization decisions (e.g. planning), 
as taught by Pape et al. would have benefited from forecasting a plurality of supply 
chain information; the resultant system enabling business to more effectively plan and 
manage their business utilizing forward looking information/data. 

Regarding Claim 15 Pape et al. teach an agriculture supply chain management 
system and method that is "...easily adaptable to other livestock species and other 
individual units of production..." (Column 10, Lines 62-65). 

Pape et al. does not expressly teach that the agriculture supply chain 
management system and method provides forecasted information or more specifically 
provides forecasted fish catch volume (e.g. supply) as claimed. 

Official notice is taken that a plurality offish industry specific metrics are utilized 
for the management and planning (current and future) of fishing including but not limited 
to catch volume, catch type, catch time/location, catch weight and the like. 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method, with its ability to be 
adapted for other animals, as taught by Pape et al. would have benefited from being 
adapted to manage the fish supply chain; the resultant system enabling all participants 
in the fish supply chain to cooperatively optimize their operations by making 
improved/informed management decisions (Pape et al.: Column Abstract; Column 6, 
Lines 8-18). 

Regarding Claim 16 Pape et al. teach an agriculture supply chain management 
system and method wherein the system enables authorized users/participants to 
purchase additional information (e.g. reports) as discussed above. 

Pape et al. is silent on the information purchasing process and subsequently the 
creation of invoices for information accessed as claimed. 

Official notice is taken that charging for information/resources accessed and the 
subsequent invoicing for services/information rendered is old and very well known in the 
art. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system, and method as taught by Pape et 
al. would have benefited from generating invoices in order to bill users of the system; 
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the resultant system providing an efficient mechanism for collecting payment for 
information/report purchases made through the system. 

Regarding 19 Pape et al. teach an agriculture supply chain management system 
and method comprising: 

- a security mechanism, via user identification and password, that controls 
access to the system and the plurality of information contained therein (Column 11, 
Lines 45-49; Column 20, Lines 17-50; "..features a security system that filters content 
based upon user login and security level...", Column 31, Lines 19-21) and 

- providing limited access to agriculture information to the plurality of participants 
in the supply chain (Column 5, Lines 39-61) wherein a security mechanism enables 
(e.g. user identification/password; Column 11, Lines 45-49) authorized users of the 
system with specified "authorization levels" to access filtered agriculture 
information/resources (Column 19, Line 68; Column 20, Lines 1-5 and 18-23; Column 
34, Lines 40-55; Column 38, Lines 28-68; Figure 16, Element 321). 

Pape et al. does not expressly teach that the agriculture supply chain 
management system and method is utilized for the fish industry. 

Official notice. is taken that the fish (seafood, shellfish, aquaculture, marine, etc.) 
industry (business, entities, companies, etc.) is a supply chain consisting of a plurality of 
participants (e.g. producers, fishing co-ops, processors, retailers, etc.) and that these 
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participants utilize supply chain (distribution, logistics, processing, etc.) methods and/or 
systems to effectively plan and manage their business. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method as taught by Pape et 
al. would have benefited from being adapted to manage the fish supply chain; the 
resultant system enabling all participants in the fish supply chain to cooperatively 
optimize their operations by making improved/informed management decisions (Pape et 
al.: Column Abstract; Column 6, Lines 8-18). 

Regarding Claims 20-21 Pape et al. teach an agriculture supply chain 
management system and method comprising: 

- enabling (guiding, providing, allowing, etc.) supply chain participants to search 
the agriculture data collected/inputted via selection criteria (search terms; Column 20, 
Lines 1-10; Column 30, Lines 13-65; Column 31, Lines 13-55; Figures 27-28 and 51- 
56); and 

- searching and displaying agriculture information based on identification tag 
codes attached to the bodies of agriculture/livestock (Column 31 , Lines 50-55; Figures 
51-56). 

Regarding Claim 22 Pape et al. teach a multi-tiered and Internet enabled 
agriculture supply chain management system and method wherein the system is utilized 
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by supply chain participants to make future decisions/optimize the supply chain 
(Abstract; "...future management decisions...", Column 20, Lines 1-5). 

While Pape et al. teach the utilization of common data mining technologies and 
that the system is utilized by participants to make future decisions Pape et al. does not 
expressly teach that the agriculture supply chain management system and method . 
provides forecasted information as claimed. 

Official notice is taken that forecasting information, in particular supply chain 
information (e.g. demand, supply, yield, etc.) based on historical information is old and 
very well known and that such forecasted information provides a basis for a plurality of 
supply chain planning and management decisions (e.g. inventory level planning, 
demand planning, etc.). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method, with its ability to 
assist participants in making future management/optimization decisions (e.g. planning), 
as taught by Pape et al. would have benefited from forecasting a plurality of supply 
chain information; the resultant system enabling business to more effectively plan and 
manage their business utilizing forward looking information/data. 
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Regarding Claims 23-24 Pape et al. teach a supply chain management system 
and method comprising: 

- a plurality of computers (terminals, devices) and one or more servers (Figures 
1-5 and 9-12) connected via a communications network (e.g. Internet); 

- a security mechanism, via user identification and password, that controls 
access to the system and the plurality of information contained therein (Column 11, 
Lines 45-49; Column 20, Lines 17-50; "..features a security system that filters content 
based upon user login and security level...", Column 31, Lines 19-21) and 

- enabling (guiding, providing, allowing, etc.) supply chain participants to search 
the agriculture data collected/inputted via selection criteria (search terms; Column 20, 
Lines 1-10; Column 31, Lines 13-55; Figures 27-28); and 

- provides limited access to agriculture information to the plurality of participants 
in the supply chain (Column 5, Lines 39-61) wherein a security mechanism enables 
(e.g. user identification/password; Column 11, Lines 45-49) authorized users of the 
system with specified "authorization levels" (category of the parties), authorization levels 
determining access rights, to access the system and agriculture information contained 
therein (view; Column 19, Line 68; Column 20, Lines 1-5 and 18-23; Column 34, Lines 
40-55; Column 38, Lines 28-68; Figure 16, Element 321); 

- searching and displaying agriculture information based on identification tag 
codes attached to the bodies of agriculture/livestock (Column 31, Lines 50-55; Figures 
51-56); and 
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- transmitting (displaying, providing, reporting, etc.) agriculture information based 
on selection criteria (Column 30, Lines 13-65; Column 31, Lines 13-55; Figures 51-56). 

Pape et al. does not expressly teach that the agriculture supply chain 
management system and method is utilized for the fish industry. 

Official notice is taken that the fish (seafood, shellfish, aquaculture, marine, etc.) 
industry (business, entities, companies, etc.) is a supply chain consisting of a plurality of 
participants (e.g. producers, fishing co-ops, processors, retailers, etc.) and that these 
participants utilized supply chain (distribution, logistics, processing, etc.) methods 
and/or systems to effectively plan and manage their business. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method as taught by Pape et 
al. would have benefited from being adapted to manage the fish supply chain; the 
resultant system enabling all participants in the fish supply chain to cooperatively 
optimize their operations by making improved/informed management decisions (Pape et 
al.: Column Abstract; Column 6, Lines 8-18). 

Regarding Claim 25 Pape et al. teach an agriculture supply chain management 
system and method wherein the system is utilized by supply chain participants to make 



Application/Control Number: 09/894,235 Page 20 

Art Unit: 3623 

future decisions/optimize the supply chain (Abstract; "...future management 
decisions... Column 20, Lines 1-5). 

While Pape et al. teach the utilization of common data mining technologies and 
that the system is utilized by participants to make future decisions Pape et al. does not 
expressly teach that the agriculture supply chain management system and method 
provides forecasted information as claimed. 

Official notice is taken that forecasting supply chain information is old and very 
well known and provides a basis for a plurality of supply chain planning and 
management decisions (e.g. inventory level planning, demand planning, etc.). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method, with its ability to 
assist participants in making future management/optimization decisions (e.g. planning), 
as taught by Pape et al. would have benefited from forecasting a plurality of supply 
chain information; the resultant system enabling business to more effectively plan and 
manage their business utilizing forward looking information/data. 

Regarding Claim 26 Pape et al. teach a agriculture supply chain management 
system and method comprising: 
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- a plurality of computers (terminals, devices) and one or more servers (Figures 
1-5 and 9-12) connected via a communications network (e.g. Internet); 

- a security mechanism, via user identification and password, that controls 
access to the system and the plurality of information contained therein (Column 11, 
Lines 45-49; Column 20, Lines 17-50; "..features a security system that filters content 
based upon user login and security level...", Column 31, Lines 19-21) and 

- enabling (guiding, providing, allowing, etc.) supply chain participants to search 
the agriculture data collected/inputted via selection criteria (search terms; Column 20, 
Lines 1-10; Column 31, Lines 13-55; Figures 27-28); and 

- provides limited access to agriculture information to the plurality of participants 
in the supply chain (Column 5, Lines 39-61) wherein a security mechanism enables 
(e.g. user identification/password; Column 11, Lines 45-49) authorized users of the 
system with specified "authorization levels" (category of the parties) to access filtered 
agriculture information contained therein (view; Column 19, Line 68; Column 20, Lines 
1-5 and 18-23; Column 34, Lines 40-55; Column 38, Lines 28-68; Figure 16, Element 
321); and 

- enables authorized users/participants to purchase additional information (e.g. 
reports; Column 20, Lines 3-8). 

Pape et al. does not expressly teach that the agriculture supply chain 
management system and method is utilized for the fish industry. 
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Official notice is taken that the fish (seafood, shellfish, aquaculture, marine, etc.) 
industry (business, entities, companies, etc.) is a supply chain consisting of a plurality of 
participants (e.g. producers, fishing co-ops, processors, retailers, etc.) and that these 
participants utilized supply chain (distribution, logistics, processing, etc.) methods 
and/or systems to effectively plan and manage their business. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method as taught by Pape et 
al. would have benefited from being adapted to manage the fish supply chain; the 
resultant system enabling all participants in the fish supply chain to cooperatively 
optimize their operations by making improved/informed management decisions (Pape et 
al.: Column Abstract; Column 6, Lines 8-18). 

Pape et al. is silent on the information purchasing process and subsequently the 
creation (computing) of invoices for information accessed as claimed. 

Official notice is taken that charging for access to information/resources and 
invoicing users for access is old and very well known in the art. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method as taught by Pape et 
al. would have benefited from generating invoices in order to bill users of the system; 
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the resultant system providing an efficient mechanism for collecting payment for 
information/report purchases made through the system. 

Regarding Claim 27 Pape et al. does not expressly teach that the system and 
method provide forecasted information as claimed. 

Official notice is taken that providing forecasted information, in particular supply 
chain information (e.g. demand, supply, yield, etc.) based on historical information 
collected (e.g. stored in a data mart/warehouse) is old and very well known and that 
such information provides a basis for a plurality of supply chain planning and 
management decisions (e.g. inventory level planning, demand planning, etc.). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
that the agriculture supply chain management system and method, with its ability to 
assist participants in making future management/optimization decisions (e.g. planning), 
as taught by Pape et al. would have benefited from forecasting a plurality of supply 
chain information; the resultant system enabling business to more effectively plan and 
manage their business utilizing forward looking information/data. 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

- Montanari et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,478,990, teach a method and system for 
managing food (meet, fish, animals, etc.) industry supply chain information wherein the 
system tracks/monitors and provides historical food production information from 
production to consumption based on Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points 
(HACCP). Montanari et al. further teach that the system and method utilizes a tracking 
label attached to the food product and enables access to information related to the food 
product (byproducts, etc.) based on the foods identification number. 

- Aughenhaugh, Timothy, U.S. Patent No. 6,002,984, teaches a method and 
system for agriculture management wherein the system enables users to store and 
analyze agriculture production data/information (production factors). 

- Hong et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,036,087, teaches a method and system for 
providing food/agriculture product/historical information wherein food items are bar 
coded for tracking and reporting over a computer communications network. 

- Haagensen, Peter, U.S. Patent No. 6,104,966, teaches a method and system 
for tracking food products/by-products from production to consumption (e.g. meat 
processing) wherein the tracking system does not requiring affixing labels to the food 
products. 
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- Newman, Paul, U.S. Patent No. 6,148,249, teaches an agriculture/food 
industry supply chain information management system and method wherein the system 
tracks and predicts food production distribution from production to consumption. 

- Reep, Paul, U.S. Patent No. 6,327,569, teach an agriculture supply chain 
(farmer/grower, broker, manufacturer, retailer, consumer) management system wherein 
the system links real-time product/harvest information to an agriculture marketplace. 

- Jorgenson et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,778,872, teaches an agriculture supply 
chain management system and method wherein the system enables a plurality of 
participants to manage and optimize an agriculture/food industry supply chain over a 
communications network (Internet). Andersson further teaches that the system stores a 
plurality of distribution/supply chain information in a plurality of databases, provides 
participants access to information to based on permissions/access control mechanisms, 
enables payments for services rendered, the management contracts and the like. 

- Andersson, H, U.S. Patent No. 6,878,052, teaches a food industry/agriculture 
information management system and method wherein the system enables users to 
track and report on the quality and origin of agricultural products utilizing electronic 
tagging over a communications network (Internet). 

- Kantenai, Satoshi, JP020021 32856, teaches a system and method for 
modeling agricultural product distribution. 

- Hara, Kozo et al., JP02004094688, teach an agriculture supply chain 
management system and method for providing product production/distribution 
certification over a communications network. 
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- Poirer, Charles et al., E-Supply Chain, teaches a plurality of well known tools, 
methods, techniques, approaches and systems for managing supply chains. 

- Wisefish.com: Maritech's initiatives on traceability, teaches the commercial 
availability, for 15 years, of a seafood traceability product known as Wisefish. The 
article further teaches that Maritech was involved in the Tracefish project (traceability of 
fish products). 

- Wisefish.org - web pages (November 2001), teaches a commercially available 
suite of information management systems (products) for the fish business/supply chain 
including but not limited to WiseFishing (catch information can be viewed, plans & 
forecasts can be made), WiseProduction, WiseSales (trace fish from catch to consumer 
sales), WiseFarming, WiseTrading, WiseFresh and WiseWeb. Wisefish.org further 
teaches the implementation of a fish traceability system (production system) deployed 
for the fishing industry wherein the system enables users to "...track from the ocean 
right to a can level." 

- Olsen, Petter, Research News: Tracefish, teaches a fish industry project, 
running from 2000-2002, to provide a method for tracing fish from catch/farm to 
consumers. 

- Olsen, Petter, Traceability of Fish Products, teaches an proposal for quality 
monitoring and traceability of a food supply chain. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott L. Jarrett whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7033. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hafiz Tariq can be reached on (571) 272-6729. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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